Sunday 14 September 2008 Sermon - King’s Centre @&tian Church, Sheffield, UK

“Who do you say | am?”
Nick Allan

Glad to be back — also glad to have spent Augugietately taking time out to replenish our
family life, and to study & reflect ahead of theanseason ahead.

Good news is, we're still very upbeat about thig burch year sense of anticipation that God

is preparing us as a people for new thingsew experiences of His love, grace and move in ou
lives, and new ways of furthering His kingdom odésof this building and our groups into the lives
of our city and networks around us.

It was great to gather as our one church with Bglfzhia last Sunday — encouraging to see the
numbers and the life, as well as hear from Paipipetcally.l recommend you get a copy of that
sermon

King's Centre is a missionary community of faitlatlexists to worship God together, to share the
journey of discipleship and life as family with éaather, and to extend the reach of God’s kingdom
power and life-changing love to many others.

We're not a static organisation, we’re full of lé&d the dynamic moves of God’s spirit.

We're not a club existing just for ourselves.

We want to grow and swing wide the gates to atlaed of the touch and truth of the glorious God
in their lives.

This Autumn

This period between now and Christmas, Marjorie landnt to concentrate on a few themes in our
teaching — and | hope that you will pick up on thiengour own personal prayer times and in your
small groups.

Hearing God, vital reminders about living lives informed byethealities of God'ingdom &
Covenant God's heart for the poor, and our hearts of gesigr and givingHeaven.

Identity — who we are in Christ, and how we might liveesponse.

Also - Making space corporately & personallyait on God, Holy Spirit etc

Readings Exodus 3:13-15

Moses said to God, "Suppose | go to the Israelites
and say to them, The God of your fathers has
sent me to you,' and they ask me, What is his
name?' Then what shall | tell them?” God said to
Moses, "l am who | am . This is what you are to
say to the Israelites: '| AM has sent me to you.'"
God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites,

The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob—has sent me to you.' Thisfis my name
forever, the name by which | am'to be
remembered from generation to generation.

KING'S CENTRE Exodus 3:13-15




Luke 9: 18-20

Once when Jesus was praying in private
and his disciples were with him, he asked
them, "Who do the crowds say | am?”
They replied, "Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still
others, that one of the prophets of long
ago has come back to life." "But what
about you?" he asked. "Who.do you say |
am?”
Peter answered, "The Christ of God."
KING'S CENTRE Luke 9:18-20

Who do you say |'am?

A

KING'S CENTRE

Today
Today —think together about who God is His Character and His ways. Our perceptions af Go

right or wrong.

- Because a correct, biblical understanding of whd @Ge Trinity is — and who He is not —
forms the foundation to our Christian lives.
Its amazing how even those of us who have beerstims for a long time can have deeply
rooted ways of seeing God, which aren’t necesshiidiycally correct

o which affect the way we relate to the Trinity ahé tvays we act in the world.

Someone who has recently become a follower of Jesugesting the water — is likely to
come with some inherited ideas about God too

As we begin a new season where | am expectanGiba@twill move amongst us, and out of us to
others in increasing power (I really am!) want us to examine our own perceptions of Godnd
ensure that we work from the correct footing.

Paul Merton hotel — case of mistaken identity://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g98xjszywJ0

False faces of God

A case of mistaken identity there! | think, if weope under the surface of our own minds, we may
find some cases of mistaken identity about who @edTrinity is too.

Perhaps we view God’s character as grumpy, or spigeful — sending people to hell? | think many
of our neighbours or work colleagues might agree.



Actually, that's a false face of God. These falsaées come from commonly held views of God,
which the bible teaches us aren’t actually the case

But — just like those hotel staff, even if we beéidhe wrong thing, we’ll keep on acting upon it
nevertheless!

We line up a welcome reception to ideasthat perhap§&od actually isn’t going to do
anything about theuffering in the world.

We shake handsith that idea.

We take photosf it and show it off to other people —

and so we come to believe it, and act upon it.

And what we think is our faith, is actually unbelid.
Holding us back from living, prospering, sharing thuth about God.

Where do we get our ideas & perceptions of God from
- Bible
School
Parents & peers
Media
Negative (or positive) life experiences
o Eg. bad childhood experience of fathers
o0 Incredible experience of birth & raising childremsight into parenthood
Private time with God
Other faiths? (Muslim girls in Sharrow — think wership 3 gods)
Revelation direct from God

o Prov 29:18 “Where there is no revelation, the peapalst off restraint; but blessed is
he who keeps the law.”

o Nick —walking in Crookes ‘Il am the way, the trahd the life’. Massive Kairos —
lifted huge burden off my shoulders — finally | kméhat was the answer. I'd been
struggling with questions, concepts, ideals sinteeaager. Studied Marxism to
capitalism — finally, | KNEW Jesus was the answeat the truth, so | didn’t have to
worry about working it all out... just focus on Him.

Misconceptions of God’s character and bible verse® rebuff them

the god
who
always
demands

100% in







Addressing our false faces of God
| said it earlier, these false faces — these mestadtentities of God are more serious than just a
mistake.They lead to unbelief
Because we believe the wrong things, and douhirtieenature of God as revealed through
the bible.
In part, the foundation blocks that we build outhfaipon, actually become foundations of
Unbelief!

And what we think is our faith, is actually unbelid.
Holding us back from acting in accordance to tt@npse, covenant, living active faith in the now
to which we are all called.

Let me address one example (perhaps mentionedlg)reaGOD IS GOOD!
- Often, even for established Christians, perhaps aértain circumstances in our lives, or
the lives of others we know or love, \start to doubt if God really IS all good.

We start tdblame Him for some of the things in our lives which havaailtgone
tremendously well.

“Why has God allowed this to happen to me?”
“My life is in this state — its God’s fault”
“God doesn’t love me as much as X who is marrieds a job / pretty”

Don’t blame God. Don't pick on him!



The ways of God are not always to be understdbd.Sovereignty of God is a curious thing.
Sometimes he will act in a certain way, sometimesvitli not act, or intervene, in a certain way.
- The bible teaches that God may allow things, feeason, to mould our characters (Job 1, 1
Thes 3:3, James 1:2-4)
But cancer or terrible things happening — NOT GOD
o0 Sickness, suffering — NOT GOD
GOD IS GOOD!

Satan’s tactics are to make you think the opposerldly’ ways of thinking build up incorrect
perceptions of God.
The truth of the kingdom character of the Tringyoiten quite the opposite - Upside down
In fact, the character of God is just, righteous,
o0 And is loving, reaching out, inviting, FOR US
o GOD IS FOR YOU!

We've got to develop it in our mindset — God is Gab Full Stop.
Develop & own this so that when bad thing® inevitably happen in life, we don’t loose it with
God and start blaming him or questioning his existe
Establish it in your mind and your life - get others to help & encourage you in it
There’s no guarantee that everything will go well.
When the bad stuff comes, it doesn’t come from (&ven though He can work through all
situations)
But we can still STAND (Eph 6) and say ‘come whatyml’m going to be a follower of
Jesus’.
This kind of attitude is actually very freeing iardaith & walk.

Don't let your minds become a breeding ground for nbelief & lies about God.

You don’t need to be afraid.
Jesus commanded his followers often ‘don’t be dffélark 16:14].
Because fear is the opposite of faith. They cam’dob the same side.

Its not that you have to conjure up a perfect Glansfaith — no holes, no cracks, no questions. We
must be real.
Faith is not the absence of doubt; it is the presee of belief. (Repeat)

We all have Qs, moments where the seemingly implessituation confronts us.
At those times, life your eyes UP to the heavensyé&ur eyes on Jesus — His character and
His will. What Jesus has done and is doing — iristHior example.
0 Because nothing is impossible for God
o If you need faith — fix your eyes on Jesus, faitshor & perfector
Faith is not the absence of doubt; it is the presee of belief.



Response

It's important to be honest about these kind of
perceptions about God. They come from all sorts
of sources. We're a product of our surroundings
and prevailing mindsets. We should acknowledge
and own where perhaps we carry distortions about
God.

And don’t be too surprised or disheartened about
that.

1 Corinthians 13:12-13 — Paul to Corinth: “Now vee $ut a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we
shall see face to face. Now | know in part; thehdll know fully, even as | am fully known...”
We're never going to be able fully to understand te mind and character of the Trinity
— perhaps when we’re in heaven, but not before!
BUT —we’re taught by those followers of Jesus beforenas to be content with this
situation.
Instead we're t@eek a mindset change, to ‘repent and believai the truth of God (Mark
1:15)
o (Rom 12:2) “Do not conform any longer to the pattef this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then wallbe able to test and approve
what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfeitt

Sure, we'll never fully comprehend the glory of Gdthe Apostle Paul quotes Isaiah 40:13 (1 Corr.
2:16)"For who has known the mind of the Lord that he nmsyruct him?" [THEN HITS US WITH
THIS ENCOURAGEMENT]....But we have the mind of Christ”

The truth of the matter now is that, when you atdegus as your saviour in life our status changes.
No longerare we excludedrom God’s promises and citizenship (Eph 2:12),away
from God (Eph 2:13) andvithout hope (Eph 2:12).

Instead, now we do know God and can get to knowrttie about the Trinity (Gal 4:9
“..now that you know God—or rather are known by Gagd

The bible exhorts us — urges us - to mature iruogerstanding of who God the Trinity is.

Personally — I'm going to Toronto next week forSagns & Wonders’ school & conference for the
same reason.

How?
Allow God to challenge & change your perceptiongioh.

Welcome it! Invite his HOLY SPIRIT to do that wowkithin you.

Deal with your sin and obvious ways of operatingft #ren’'t Godly or holy:

Rom 8:5 Those who live according to the sinful natuave their minds set on what that nature
desires; but those who live in accordance withSpeit have their minds set on what the Spirit
desires.



— stop sinning and our ‘worldly ways’ of thinking@operating

Many other ways
- soaking, prayer,
reading the scriptures & mull it over (Small Grodps Autumn — some great material
coming your way!),
worship,
ask for revelation, discuss it.
You may benefit from extended prayer with otherdyars here to address some deep-set
mindsets.

ACT on it —faith is active, not passive.
Your mindset makes you act differently as welllask differently. (and vice versa)

Conclusion
Let’s think about how we perceive God — let’s be hwest.

And where we struggle, let's ask God to change oumindset and show us the truth about
Himself.

Then we’ll have strong foundations upon which e lfor him, enjoy following him, experience
life in all its fullness.

Closing prayer
(Eph 3:16-19) “I pray that out of his glorious rgshhe may strengthen you with power through his

Spirit in your inner beingl7so that Christ may dwell in your hearts througtihfahnd | pray that
you, being rooted and established in Id@may have power, together with all the saints, asgr
how wide and long and high and deep is the lov@lofst,19and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measurallahe fullness of God.”



