Sunday 15 February 2009 Sermon - King’s Centre Clistian Church, Sheffield, UK

Sermon Series: Where do you think you’re going? —€8mon 1 — Introduction.
Nick Allan

Intro

Delighted to begin a new teaching series today lwiitl most likely stretch to Easter, with a few
natural gaps in between. In its essence it's abope, about our destination post-this first earttiéy
it's roughly about Heaven and Hell — those big goes of life! But really... it shouldn’t surprise yo
that we’ll really befocussing on our identity, our mindsets and our ho in Christ.

Last Summer | felt that this season would primabiyabout identity. How you and | view God — which
profoundly affects our response to him as discipdesl how God views his followers — as heirs,
apprentices and inheritors, sons and daughtersoviray good Father, with a divine assignment tadpr
in the power and presence of God into all of lifely warriors already equipped for the battle — but
perhaps without realising it.
So we've had a series of sermons around ‘Who desggu am [God]?’ ‘Who do you think you
are?’ Paul has spoken about adoption and inheataviarjorie has spoken about taking hold of
the prophetic promises of God in our lives. etc

The issue of grasping our Identity is crucial, hessait should then massively affect our mindseiwHo

do you think it is that the early disciples had &mergy, drive, vision, compassion, perseverandg@n

to live 100% for Jesus and in many cases, to dighicause of the gospel? They had encountered the
risen Jesus and were coming to terms with thetite'in Christ’ and within the Covenant of Godeth
Father. They basicallyad a huge sense of HOPBRhead of them, which meant they lived to-the-nmax i
the present, and looked with longing towards ameyreat future beyond.

That’'s why the *hope of salvation’ is describedadselmet in the NT — it protects and inspires our
mindset (1 Thes 5:8).

Would you like to live a life of faith? “Now faitls being sure of what we hope for...” (Hew 11:1)
Would you like to live like Peter, Paul, Lydia, Tathy, Silas? Or like Wesley, Wilberforce or Wimber?

Grasping our identity and our destination is onghefprimary keys to being effective, freed-upgditup
disciples of Jesus who forcefully advance the kargaf God into this often dark world, through love
and service, through words, works and wonders.

What you believe about the future/after-life affecs how you live today

We've done: ‘Who do you say | am?’ ‘Who do you thiyou are?’
So this series could roughly be titled ‘Where da yloink you're going?’

A journey of discovery

| started preparing to preach about the ‘afterldést summer. It's been a wonderful journey of disry
for me, and a major eye opener as I've discovespéddas of what the Bible teaches about heaven, hell
life after death, life AFTER life after death. ltesed in some respects that what | grew up teetbeli
wasn’t actually biblical.

Later in this series we'’re going to look togethiewhat the bible says (rather than what your ugng

or the media says) about some big questions like+esurrection of our bodies, judgement, what
happens in between those two? Where do we go wkatie? What is hell all about?

I’'m going to avoid referring to ‘heaven’ very mubkcause it's quite a mixed up term these days —
people have various ways of interpreting it and goght be surprised by how Jesus used the term.
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I’'m keen not to preach beyond my own understanding,only on what the bible says. So if you ask me
a very tricky question, don’t worry if | don’t attgpt to answer it straight away, but go and do some
more research!

| fully expect that as we study this stuff togetheer the next couple of months it may be quite
revelatory for some — and it should probably cimagjkethe way each of us live as a result. So let's g

Readings

Hew 10:19-23 — “Therefore, brothers, since we hawdidence to enter the most Holy Place by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way openedisathrough the curtain, that is, his body, andesinc
we have a great priest over the house of Gadjs draw near to God with a sincere heart in ful
assurance of faith,having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us fromillygconscience and having our
bodies washed with pure wateet us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, fdve who
promised is faithful.”

1 Corr 15:19 “If only for this life we have hope @hrist, we are to be pitied more than all men.”

1 Peter 3:15 “Always be prepared to give an answereryone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have.”

Addressing false or confused images of heaven & hel

The question | want you to take away from todathis: “Can you put into words the hope we profess
as Christians?”

We spoke last week about destinies — what do yiol our ultimate destiny entails? Do you have
much of an idea of what life after death will ettahre you living with peace and vigour now because
you are grasping what the reality of our Christimpe means — both for today and tomorrow?

I hope that looking at these kind of questions mdipire those recent Christians & those checkimg o
Christianity who are here, as well as those lorigean Christians.

Really, as much as this sermon series is going @bout ‘heaven’ and ‘hell’, it's really all about
HOPE.
Strength for to-day and bright hope for tomorrow: Blessings all mine, with ten thousand besidfe

! Great Is Thy Faithfulnesswords by Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960) & Willi&anyan
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Our ideas of heaven & hell

Firstly — | wonder what you really imagine when sgeak of heaven and hell?
(POWERPOINTYS)
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QUTOES from Tom Wright: (evangelical theologian &Bop of Durham)
“Most people, in my experience — including many i€teins, don’t know what the ultimate
Christian hope really is””
“Scripture, in fact, teaches things about theriife which most Christians, and almost alll
non-Christians, have never heard df.”

When we talk about heaven, what do you understgridis?
Many Christians think when the bible refers to rerafeg. “the kingdom of heaven”) it means
the place to which the saved go after death. Ydie\mein Jesus, you die, you go to heaven.
o In fact, there are over 400 references in the NIYhe word ‘heaven’ in the New
Testament. Another 167 to ‘the heavens'.
o They have a range of contexts around them.
Do you care at all?
o0 Some people think the bible doesn’t have much yabaut the afterlife to build up a
clear picture, so why bother? Actually, it saysagtoto have a go!
o ‘pie in the sky when you die’
o No idea, no picture or conception of life after thea so you don't try, and you don’t
really care
Perhaps your view is that there’s enough to bengetin with as a Christian on earth?
o Jobs to be done — people to love and serve, theoanvent to save,
0 money to earn, family to raise in a rounded faslsiothey don’t go off the rails
One common misconception is that that once youdreego heaven, that’s it. That’s our eternal
destination, in a kind of floating-on-clouds bliss
o For some, that picture might appear insufferablyrgd What's to look forward to about
playing harps and worshipping God 24/7 — you migitteven enjoy the worship for half
an hour on a Sunday morning!
o There’s a famous line in the Christmas carol ‘Avag Manger’ has the line “Bless all
the dear children in Thy tender care, And fit usHeaven to live with Thee there.”
Actually, that's not quite right! That’'s not ounéil destination.
The bible is quite clear that yes, there is a pwben believers spend time in
God'’s presence after death and before the finggotent and second coming.
Jesus referred to it as ‘paradise’ (Luke 23:43 ats@ 2 Corr. 12:4)
But the ultimate destination for you and | isn’t heaven in the sky — its
inhabiting and ruling over the new heavens and theew earth. Our ultimate
destination is actually a renewed form of earth.
Rev 21:1-5: “Then | saw a new heaven and a neva dartthe first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, ar@as no longer any
sea. | saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, cordowgn out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressethiér husband. And |
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Nowdhelling of God is
with men, and he will live with them. They will bés people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God. He wilipe every tear from
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourmngrying or pain, for
the old order of things has passed away." He wa® seated on the
throne said, "I am making everything new!"
And we won't be playing harps — we’ll have workdo — ruling over the earth
and its inhabitants — as we were always intendethize the beginning
Genesis 1:26: “Then God said, "Let us make maruiroage, in our
likeness, and let them rule over the fish of thee aed the birds of the air,

2 Surprised by HopeTom Wright, SPCK: London, 2007 p. xi
% Ibid., p.39
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over the livestock, over all the earth, and ovktha creatures that move
along the ground." (also Gen 9:1)

We’'ll cover this in later sermons. The point I'm kingg is that most of us, if we're honest have rgril
ever, looked into what the bible says in detailwbide after death. And as a result, perhaps nainys
aren’t very energized by the hope of eternal lifd a restored earth. So let’s look now in moreitlata
what is “the hope we profess”.........

What is the “hope to which we profess™?
| don’t want to unpack too much today — | expeet tio come out over the next few weeks. | don’ttwan
to embarrass anyone either by getting you to s#ftsten knocking you down!

But | do want to ask you to try and put into wotdgether something afhat our hope is as
Christians.

In the next few weeks I’'m going to be doing straiigiiormation & teaching, looking at bible passages
together. But | wanted to begin by getting you kimig this week...

2/3 GROUPS — 5 minutes discussion
OUTLOUD - People spoke out what constitutes ‘hope’ fomth€his might include:

Redemption
o Redeeming situations, turning things around
o already underway, finalised through Jesus’ vicl{ony earth, not away from it)
o Rom 3:23-4 “for all have sinned and fall shortlod glory of God, and are justified freely
by his grace through thhedemption that came by Christ Jesus.”
Restoration
o Not annihilation. Not destroying creation because its BAD but puttiiggs BACK
(yet even more perfect) to the original design Eatienship — Gen 1 restored and further
glorified
o “Christ died not merely to make the best of a hadhion. He died so that mankind,
Earth, and the universe itself would be renewedtever proclaim his glory®
Forgiveness of our sins
o Actually — we already have this available now
Defeat of Satan & sin (& death)
o After the final battle, in Rev 20 Satan is “throwto the lake of burning sulphur, where
the beast and the false prophet had been throwey. Wil be tormented day and night
for ever and ever.” (Rev 20:10)
New creation
0 Rev?2l+22
Judgement
o thisis a legitimate hope — there is evil and itiggsand you and | are basically powerless
to prevent most of it — but ultimately God will no¢ mocked and he will bring justice
o God is fair & just and more merciful than humans
We'll see our loved ones again (in heaven)
o Jesus said: "My mother and brothers are those who®od's word and put it into
practice.” (Luke 8:21)
o "l tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one wias left home or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or fields for me ahd gospel will fail to receive a hundred

* Alcorn, p.88
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times as much in this present age (homes, brotkistsrs, mothers, children and fields—
and with them, persecutions) and in the age to ¢ceteenal life. (Mark 10:29-30)
Dwelling of God with Man
o0 Rev 21:3-4 “And | heard a loud voice from the tre@aying, "Now the dwelling of God
Is with men, and he will live with them. They widé his people, and God himself will be
with them and be their God. He will wipe every tedam their eyes. There will be no
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the arder of things has passed away."
Full glory of Trinity known & revealed
o The whole of creation & all people will see thel fulbry of God the Trinity
End to death, sin, suffering, imperfection
0 Rev 21:4: *He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There a#l no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order oiinilps has passed away."
New heavens & new earth
0 “The predominant belief that the ultimate Heaverd@cepares for us will be unearthly
could not be more unbiblical. Earth was made fapbeto live on, and people were
made to live on Earth. According to the Prophéts,apostle Peter, and Christ himself,
our destiny is to live forever on a restored antkreed earth™

The ultimate Christian HOPE gives hope for chamgscue, transformation, new possibilities withia th
world in the present. And a source of security pedce with our just creator for the future.

That's how the apostle Paul was able to say: (Ep&-19) “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope&hah he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints, and his incomparablagpewer for us who believe.”

Application

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profdes he who promised is faithful.” (Hew 9:23)
God is the God of hope and love, mercy and a tiaig¢

If you feel you are lacking that sense of hoperéason for your faith) — come for prayer (or prawéeh
your partner near you)

If you feel energized to take some practical stepwing out more of this hope (maybe sharing the
good news with one person this week) — resolve NOWb it, and tell someone you’re going to do it

How do you take hold of our HOPE?
Get into the word of God
o It's living & active, has a power beyond itself. &kthe letters of Paul which are dripping
with Hope.
0 Read the gospels as Jesus unpacks the hope aohtjtmi of heaven in his parables.

Final Prayer
Rom 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with aljj@nd peace as you trust in him, so that you may

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

® Heaven Randy Alcorn, Tynedale House Publishers: Cana@ésn, lllinois, 2004, p.92
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Appendix
Some references to HOPE in New Testament:

Matt 12:21

Acts 2:26

Acts 24:15 & 26:6 - Regarding resurrection

Rom 5:2-5

Rom 8

Rom 12:12, 15:4, 13,

1 Corr 15:19 “If only for this life we have hope @hrist, we are to be pitied more than all men.”
2 Corr 1:10 — hope of deliverance

2 Corr 3:12 — hope = boldness

Gal 5:5 — hope of righteousness

Eph 1:12 — hope in Christ

Eph 1:18 — hope we’re called to

Phil 1:20 — hope in our body whether dead or alive

Col 1:5,23,27

1 Thes 1:3 — hope in Jesus

1 tim 4:10 — our hope in living God (the saviourAdfL espec Xians!)
2 Tim 2:23 — hope of repentance leading to knowdealfttruth

Titus 1:2 & 3:7 — hope of eternal life, 2:13 — hayfesecond coming,
Hebrews 6:19 — hope as an anchor for the soul

Hew 7:19 — hope draws us near to God

Hew 10:23 — “let us hold unswervingly to the hope pvofess, for he who promised is faithful.”
Hew 11:1 - Now faith is being sure of what we hége..”

1 Peter 1:3

1 Peter 3:15 — ready to give reason for the hopehave
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