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What it means to be in Covenant
Nick Allan

Intro
As we begin this new season for the church — wattteemind ourselves of the foundational teachimg) a
themes which we hold to as a church — those of #ongand Covenant. Not just because they are 2
important-sounding words, or even because if yduthmi2 together you get ‘KC’. | want to us allté&dke to
heart the simple message of the bible, the simplesage of faith in Christ, to hear God’s heartbmats as
his friends and followers in the 2Century. And that can be summarised as beingtareagzart of God’s
Kingdom and God’s Covenant.

Obviously, I'm not going to go into too much detimitlay — its an overview of the theme of Covenaanhe
next week - Kingdom. I'd encourage you, if you migsome of all of KC'’s teaching series on the Canén
in Autumn 2006, and Kingdom Autumn 2005, do gddhad the CDs from the office, or download the talk
from our websitevww.kingscentreonline.corfor free!

Reading — Hebrews 9:11-15

When Christ came as high priest of the good thihgsare already heree went through the greater and more perfect talokrn
that is not man-made, that is to say, not a patttiefcreation. He did not enter by means of tldlof goats and calves; but he
entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his dlood, having obtained eternal redemption. Thedlof goats and bulls and
the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who aenmenially unclean sanctify them so that they arevardly clean. How much
more, then, will the blood of Christ, who throudpe teternal Spirit offered himself unblemished taGdeanse our consciences
from acts that lead to deatig that we may serve the living God! For this reaeSabrist is the mediator of a new covenant, that
those who are called may receive the promised aterheritance—now that he has died as a ransa@attthem free from the sins
committed under the first covenant.

I've said it before, and I'll say it again - theethes of Covenant and Kingdom need to be centi@lito
understanding of the Christian faith and the bible.

- If you understand Covenant, then you can underdtambible. Particularly, it will help to open your
eyes some of the seemingly weird stuff going otheOld Testament — all those nutty prophecies, or
the accounts of the nation of Israel and its kioggr the centuries. You think, Where does thisystor
fit into the great landscape that God has carvedbpgrace in the history of the world?

Once you get to the New Testament — you encouméeiutl expression of God’s Kingdom in the wordsian
works of Jesus. But do you stop there? Do you thitkell Jesus was very holy and very good at ni@sc
and wonders and evangelism... But its far too muchmfe to attain.”?

- I think that’s often what Christians think, andrfrahere we spiral
———ﬁ down into thinking or feeling that we are ineffeeti unworthy,

no-hoper Christians.

But that’s not the truth of the matter at all. &cf, that's an
incorrect reading of scripture and an incorrectarathnding of the
Christian faith.
When we understand the covenant of which you ad b part,
we understand that ordinary people like you ancameeactually
rightful heirs to all the resources of heaven (thahat Ephesians
1 says), we're already new creations living in thtiser-world —
and we have the authority of heaven behind usttthgegs done for God’s kingdom — to set the
captives free, to bring sight to the blind, to lifiee burdens of this life from people’s shouldéws,
proclaim — this is the time of God'’s favour to ydldaiah 61 & Luke ?4)
We’re empowered, enabled and encouraged to get stiacliving-out a Kingdom lifestyle — because
we’re not operating in our strength or our identitwe’re operating directly under Jesus’ authority,
his strength, his spiritual insight, his power gmdmises! That's what it is to be in covenant.

So these themes of Kingdom and Covenant are wanerthe very fabric of the bible, and the way tGad
reveals himself to humankind through the bible esimece. They are like map co-ordinates, grid refees.
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They will enable you to get your bearings — in,lifeyour callings, in your relationships, in reaglithe bible
and praying, in putting into words and action wiiés ‘good news’ that we celebrate is all about.

| hope that excites you as much as it does meétSddok briefly at what Covenant is, and what @ams for
you and me.......

What is Covenant?
Definition
o A Covenant is an agreement between 2 parties Tanbec
one. To enter into ‘one-ness’
o To have unity by having a relationship of equality

So Covenant is about relationshipWhich means that Covenant with
God is primarily about relationship — infact, itisw it is possible to be in relatlonshlp with oumlng
heavenly creator.

A Covenant means — 2 become 1. Either between eaqui@s (like a marriage), or between a greatdypa
and a lesser party, a stronger side and weakerBmee are various covenants made in the bibleost
always the kind of greater/lesser. But once thegntered into this agreement, this covenant, thgyIseing
‘sides’ at all.They are one entity, one shared identityAgain, the modern example is marriage. Marjorie
and | share the same surname, same identity, sankealscount, same children etc etc. And the relakigp
between KC and St Thomas Philadelphia is also araw, where 2 have mutually agreed to become 1.

When we talk about being in Covenant with God theifly, it means that he reached out to us, to form
relationship. Its what the NT calls ‘grace’! " m

What's covenant like?A bit like a kangaroo & joey in a pouch
— Joey alone is small, cuddly and vulnerable. In pidé&danger from the world aroung
— Get in the pouch = suddenly ‘part’ of the biggenmu )
0 goes where she goes, enjoys the protection ofifyebparty
o0 and can jump much higher as a result!

What would happen?
In the ancient societies of the near-east wher®tbel'estament is set, they had certain ways ofoeising
this idea of covenant. It may sound odd or a biygout its worth learning about, because so mu¢he
symbolism associated with Jesus in the bible usesdame covenant language. So you hear of Jestribees
as ‘the lamb of God’. We celebrate “the body armbblof our Lord Jesus Christ” in communion.We hear
Jesus’ death described as a sacrifice, an atondoresin

Animal ceremony

That's because the early societies performed carssaovith animals and blood, to symbolise when a
covenant was made. They would use lambs, or hededoves, and cut them in 2, then lay pieces optn
entrails in-between. Creating a corridor of bloAdd walk in-between thenswapping sides This
symbolised that the two sides, perhaps the twednkith separate identities and possessions, l@ave n
become one.

After a covenant was symbolised, then it watffied — a sign was madg&g.I’'m a follower of Tottenham
Hotspur FC, some of you may follow Sheffield Utdvdednesday — we all wear signs of our allegianegtdo
we? The club badge, the football strip — they as@a. In the old societies, the language was td &
covenant’. To make a physical scar in each of tharfles, as a sign that a covenant in blood hes bede.
Circumcision was a covenant sign. Jesus’ scarsohamds and feet are an everlasting sign thabimesfthe
New Covenant. My wedding ring is a sign of my magg covenant.

There are several covenants in bible (withyaamicand asign)
1. Noah (Gen 9:9 — heart of this covenant is the pronfsgn is the rainbow)

2. Abram — Gen 15:17 (Heart = the land & offspring, signircumcision)
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3. Moses- Ex 19-24 (Heart — freedom, sign = the law gia¢isinai)

4. Phineus- Numbers 25:10-13 (Heart = priesthood for hig)in

5. David - 2 Samuel 7:5-16 (Heart = establish the Kingdsigry = Make David the king)
ALL MOVING towards the new covenant of Jesus. Allale sense, not a new idea with Jesus. Always been
his way of operating with his people.

What's the bible is saying........ God wants a relatiortsp with his people!

With Jesus and the New Covenant, what was oncetdar@mals in Old Testament is a foreshadow of the
LAMB of God. The one, perfect sacrifice who willediso that you don’t have to die. In J’'s substiutieath
—dying in our place — you & | are set free

Now the sign isn’t outward and physical, its pereraty in our hearts. Its the Holy Spirit (prophe&skie Jer
31:31+, Ezek 36 and Joel 2 all fulfilled at Penstfavhich means circumcision of the heart (eg. EAI3 —
the HSpiritmarksout hearts, marked with a seal)

IDENTITY CHANGE

These technicalities of the process are worth kngwBut they are
nothing compared to what it means for us to beoirenant!

In covenant with God, there is a Change of idenrtitpnferred upon you
by God. Like when someone is Knighted by the Qu&éey enter the
room as ordinary ‘Joe Bloggs’. The Queen confemupem a title, an
honour, and symbolises it with the sword on theukters. They get up
with a new identity — No longer ‘Joe Bloggs’ noveyhare ‘Lord Bloggs
of Sheffield’

It happened to Abram. He got a change of name boar to Abraham. Same with Sarai becomes Sarah.
It happens to us, through our faith in Jesus Chnstthe new covenant he established. We have a new
identity in God’s eyes, because we have a covgratrier who has ‘done the deal’ with us. Swappééssi
with us. The blood and body of Jesus form the dorrof blood, the acceptable symbol and sacrifidh®
covenant ceremony.

When we choose to become followers of Jesus, wesehto enter into that covenaxchange and
agreement What you are saying is........ ‘| take you, Jesa® my life and heart and | give you access and
full reign over my life and heart.” — That’s youan of the exchange. Basically, praying ‘your Kiogdcome
in me’. And in return, the almighty divine Trinitthe God of the universe, says the same! ‘I takeigto my
heart, | choose to share what | have with you’

The covenant exchange is this: Christ takes ountiige
Our rebellion, our fears, our alienation from Godr sin [a falling short, falling away from], our
broken lives, our missed opportunities, our woundeakts, our human frailty

He takes on our identity, and we take His identity!

This is the covenant exchange

We get his righteousness (who had none)

He gets our sin (who had none)

We give up our life to him (ends in death)

He gives up His life to us (continues in eternity)

Bc Jesus died our death, we know we get his lifela covenant!
Chrlst becomes sin, we become sons and daughters.
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PROVISION AND PROTECTION

The instances of Covenant throughout the bible sthaivthere
are promises attache@od covenants to protect and provide
for his people.

Being in covenant relationship with the creatoalbthings is a
good deal. It means he wants to prosper us. Ndinagrican
‘Prosperity Gospel’ that says ‘if you do this, th@ond will bless
you with a big car and a fat pay cheque.’

It's prosperity of life — body, mind and spirit. God promises
us full life — life to the max (John 10:10)Our life invaded by the life-blood of God. Life exflowing,
bubbling over (lots of egs in gospels — the heafedheus, Matthew the tax collector etc).

All the resources of heaven are at your disposalEph 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father ofLoud
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heaveaalipseavith every spiritual blessing in Christ.”) Berse the
covenant exchange means that what once was Gaabsvishared equally with you. And what once was
yours, you now share with Godind we know who gets the better deal out of that?!

NOW THAT'S GOOD NEWS! And that’s grace.

And with provision comes a promise of protectianmay not look quite like we imagine it. Sometinves
aren’t shielded from the harsh realities of life are? We have to live them through, just like evagyelse.
The only way we can know this covenant relationship is realto see ifits active in your life, is when it is
put to the testMany of the trials we suffer in life drive us baotder the covenant — they aren’t always sent
by God, but he uses them to call us back like @ @iepherd and to prove to us that he is realnipvi
challenging, compassionate, true and faithful

So here is a healthy way to view things - See ehgks as an opportunity to ratify the covenant.

Boundaries of blessing

But — the flip side of the examples of covenanthaOld & New Testaments is that, while there are
wonderful advantages to inheriting this relatiopséind exchange of identity — its not somethingg@bused.
There are boundaries to our relationship with Godl they are boundaries of blessing. Stay withamnth
and you will prosper.

And on the occasions when we overstep these boesdd#rere can be unfortunate consequences fdihey.
are basic boundaries, within which we can enjoydllessing and fruitfulness of being in God’s wdlutside
of them, we walk into enemy territory.

Example = Umbrella— stay in, stay dry.
Everything outside — controlled by the enemy —dmianxiety, fear, control

0 Sickness, sadness, spiritual bondage etc
Feel like you are getting wet? — the invitatiomlways: come back under

Forgiveness and repentance
When we step out - The aim for us is to get badeuthe umbrella. To say sorry for when we sinaatk
away from God. To set-ourselves to live with faithlesus, in the way the bible lays out for us p@d¢ance
and Faith).
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Conclusion
This needs to be more than information — it’s tiiéhtand its needs to become the foundation oivéneyou
live your life as a follower of Jesus.

So how do we live like this? How do we let thisksin? To conclude, I'll repeat the points | usedtkose the
whole Covenant series off a year ago:

live in the spirit (the power)

live by faith (the promises & identity)

live like an Ox! (the yolk)

live humbly (the attitude)

Question

— Is your life Covered with Covenant?
o Is your life defined by the truth that you are ipawerful, wonderful covenant relationship with
the ALL-MIGHTY God of the universe?
— There is opportunity now to refresh your side @& bargain — and gain God’s!
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