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Heaven Series Sermon 2 — What happens when | die?
Nick Allan

Intro

Recap last week — HOPE, images of heaven & hekdtion with the language. The message that ought
to come through for Christians when we investidatther into these topics is that there is a huggeh-
both in this life, and beyond.

Wl‘iat haPPcns

when | die?

You and | as Christians are committed, at leatha@ory, to the thought of life after death. In fact
to a life of glory beyond death — yet generallygiee that prospect very little attention!
Many of us have questions — many don’t really kmownderstand what the bible does say — and
that's serious.
Heaven & Hell aren’t divine afterthoughts. These @estinies which are intrinsic to all the Bible
teaches about God and humanity — although we neusateful in using words like that because
there are a lot of confused interpretations/cortimta attached to them — heaven & hell are loaded
words, aren’t they?
o So for us to properly understand them means tetbgtasp the mind of Christ — and to live
accordingly
o0 We're doing this teaching series because | firndijdve that a correct and hope-filled
understanding of our ultimate destinies shouldaatyi affect the way that we live the
Christian life now
0 But once we've understood the basics — don’t wayoymuch about it! No-one knows the
clear details, or the time and the hour, but welis@nin light of our future hope &
assurance of salvation.

Reminder also from last week that our ultimate idasibn is new heavens & new earth, glorified and
perfected, no more sin because death is defe&edwielling place of God is with man. All wonderful
things to look forward to and hold ahead of usp@shope, while we delve into the details today.



Readings
Titus 3:3-8

"One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at
. him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and
Luke 23:39-46 us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you
fear God," he said, "since you are under the same
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done
nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus
answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you

will be with me in paradise." It was now about
the sixth hour, and darkness came over.the whole
land until the ninth hour, for the sun‘stopped shining.
And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus
called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your
hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this,

KING'S CENTRE Luke 23:309-46 € breathed his last.

What happens when | die? Popular attitudes to death

So one of life’s biggest questions is: ‘What happsrwhen | die?’
Without a doubt, death is something which is végly to happen to all of us! And many of us have
experienced the death of others around us — cime#yfand friends, loved ones, or we witness others
dying of TV, or in disasters or wars.
Yet, for perhaps most of the humans in the UK togapple are somewhat unsure of what
happens next.

People seem to have multiple ideas about what lly@sen after death — think about the public readtio
death of Diana Princess of Wales.
There was a tremendous outpouring of public gmef affection
gueues for hours of people to sign books of remanda — desperate not to lose the essence of the
person, now dead
many people wrote letters, cards to Diasaying how much of an inspiration she had been
o Did they think she would read them?
o Did they think anyone beyond this life can heanther that their actions would make a
difference?
There are lots of ideas out there, and much coorfiusibout what happens

Many people are afraid of death, perhaps some of yahere. Others have no real concept of it, and

so choose to focus on being alive.
It's fair to say that most people in the West dilé gery detachedfrom the close experience and
effects of death in others — it happens behindedaoors or in hospitals.
Marjorie Story : Marjorie tells me that she was afraid of deatla &senager — ever since having a
general anaesthetic for an operation.



o0 One minute she was awake — the next clonk-outi®icount — but when you wake you
have no recollection of the time in between —at'smiassive memory blank, you don’t
dream under general anaesthetic.

o0 This scared Marjorie — she imagined that death testimilar — and end of her
consciousness, the dreaded full-stop

o Her fear of death was a major propellant to thegpgb&hen she heard it as a student — that
death need not be like that at all!

The gospel, the good news, is that if you are a lmlver of Jesus on earth, Death isn’'t a nasty evetd
be avoided.
Here’s a great quote from Dallas Willard: “We [Gtians] are never-ceasing spiritual beings with an
eternal destiny in the full world of God.”
We have to look forward to an eternal destiny efm@ation, of a new heaven and a new earth, and
perfected bodies, and perfect community of othatsn the glorious presence of God.

Today we are going to look at what the bible sagoens straight after our death.
Because it's a complicated and meaty topic, the’'ar as we’ll get — wait for the sermon for the
details and great excitement of resurrection and eeath!

So what does happen?

Many people think when you die, its either etefifalor nothing— dead and gone

Others think you enter some kind of ‘stasis’ (IRed Dwarf) where your soul does or knows
nothing— time passes without you, until th& 2oming of Jesus when the dead are brought to life
ready for the final judgement.

Reminder of reading -

Luke 23:42-46 “Then he said, "Jesus, remember manwbu come into your kingdomlesus answered
him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” It was now about the sixth hour,
and darkness came over the whole land until thi iiaur, for the sun stopped shining. And the carta
of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out witoud voice, "Fathemto your hands | commit my
spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last.”

! The Divine ConspiragyDallas Willard, Fount publishers: 1998, p.98



The first thing to realise is thatjhen your earthly breath expires.... You don't dieas such!
- Sure, the blood in your earthly physical body stppsiping
Your spirit, the essence of who you are, is alivegrally (I think both Christian & non-Christian)
At death the spirit returns to God who gave it (€ss 1). That's the sweep of Genesis to
Revelation -God the Father created and breathed life into humaity for thepurpose of love
and communionwith Him, and it's to God that we all return
It's quite clear that this is what Jesus means wieesaysToday you will be with me in
paradise”.
o Obviously, when Jesus died, the world didn’t stoprasn’t the rapture, the second
coming. The earth continued to turn, we know thasmit the end of history.
o But at that timeas Jesus and the criminal died, there was a plaiting for them
elsewhere.
Other NT passages show the same understanding:
o Phil 1:23 — “I desire to depart and be with Chrst’to die, for a Christian is to be with
Christ
2 Corr 5:8 — “we.. would prefer to be away from buoely and at home with the Lord”
Rev 6:9-11 — martyrs are depicted in heaven dfi@r teaths
2. When you die, your soul or spirit goes to be, or rido be, with God.
To be, or not to be, that is the question

First Judgement/verdict is based on ‘faith’
So you don’t die and cease to exisYour ‘self’ is initially judged, in the sense ofw@dge passing a
verdict,the measure of who you are is takerby God the Trinity,

a first pure, just analysis of your soul's conditio

God ‘takes our measure’ and this determines whaypdras next

And here is the very important distinction: this vedict is based on your faith, not on your works in
life.
It's not the final judgement many people have hedrolt.
Its not the Sheep and the Goats idea that Jesgisttauhe separation of people because of
their actions and whether they furthered the kimgad God on earth (Matt 25:31-46, also
1 Corr 3:13-14)

The first verdict and measure is based on whetheobyou are a believer in Jesus Christ
Jesus on the cross only offered paradise to otteeafriminals. (Luke 23:39-46)
He appears to have judged (or measured) one crimihane way, and the other who also led a
sinful life, is redeemed at the very last
isn’t that wonderful? What a merciful saviour wan¢wgve that He is willing to forgive and
redeem even to our last!

The first judgement isot based on what we’ve done during our liveduton what Christ has done

for us, if we've chosen to believe in Him. (2 Corr 5:21).

Salvation is a free gift to which we can contributenothing. All we are asked to do is believe.
[Eph 2:8-9: For it is by grace you have been satredugh faith—and this not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God— not by works, so that no ona baast.] Also Titus 3:5

That's why it's so important that we call all peopk to faith in Jesus Christ.
Because in doing so, he wipes the slate cleaneandwves their just deserts from them.
He sees them as Righteous — not because of whee Wehe, but because of what HE’s done — on
the cross. Taking away their sin — exchanging demathife, darkness for wonderful light!



So we see that when you die, if you are ‘in Chasitl therefore in the covenant family of God and
covered by the power of his blooghu are judged as righteousand so you go to what I'm going to call
an ‘intermediate heaven’or what Jesus called Paradise.

If you're not ‘in Christ’, it would appear that you go to a place and condition called ‘hell’. Whichs
essentially separation from God'’s presence and love

“..Scripture teaches that those who die will gate@al place, either the present Heaven or the
present Hell, as conscious human beings with mewiottyeir lives and relationships on Earth.
Those in Hell will live in misery, hopelessnessd @apparent isolation, while those in Heaven will
live in comfort, joy, and rich relationship with @@and others®

Reminder — ‘intermediate heaven’ is not the ultendéstination
| want to re-iterate so we are clear what the bland is not saying....
The NT is very clear about thitimate destination and destiny for Christians
- God’s people are promised a new type of bodilyterise, the fulfilment and redemption
of our present bodily life. This body resurrectlmappens on the new earth (joined with
heavens)
Our bodily resurrection is Not immediately upon dedh, it happens at the second
coming of Jesus
i.  Paul says the dead are raised ‘at His coming’ (whesn't happened yet!)
ii.  Revelation shows the dead waiting patiently forttihree when they will be finally
raised to new life (rev 6:10)
Nor does final judgement occur at this stagéthe judgement comes in Rev 20:12-13)
i.  Which should actually also give hope — in the s¢haethere iperhapsstill the
opportunity for Jesus to be merciful even to thosein the intermediate heaven
The bible is clear that this idea and existence dfell’ is designed not for humans but
for the devil and his angels, and for all their ks including death and Hades (Rev
20:10; 14)
God does not want any human to end up thereBut the bible says that those who
consistently refuse to acknowledge God will evelyyzerish, away from his presence.

SO - this intermediate heaven’refers to a person's existence between one's dedthsurrectiorand
last judgment
If we do speak of ‘going to heaven’ when we die,skieuld be clear that this represents the first,fan
less significant, stage of a two-stage process.
Rather than ‘heaven’ for this, the bible uses ‘Bl (Luke 23:43), ‘Abraham’s side’
(Luke 16:22), ‘under the altar’ (Rev 6:9) or ‘wi€hrist’ (Phil 1:23)

2 Heaven Randy Alcorn, Tynedale House Publishers: Canaé8n, lllinois, 2004, p.63



So what's

it going to be like?

“So what?
Or hopefu
Because t

Well, | pro
portrays a

" | hear you ask.
lly.... “So what'’s it going to be like?”
here is still much to look forward to.

mise to be only biblical here. | carélltyou exactly what it's going to be like, but thible
few things:
Resurrected Jesus is there, with a body (Acts &:1Peter 3:21-22, also Acts 3:21)
So we’ll be in Christ’s presence
We'll be joyful, enjoying His presence, at peacéwiod
Everything will be directed to God — the placeul 6f noisy, awesome, holy, powerful
worship (Rev 4)
There is a sense of community there — Revelatiotrtgy® not just a private ‘bliss’ for us, like
some kind of quiet private garden. The image ismahy other believers (called ‘saints’), living
creatures, Elders, Jesus, many angels
S0 its a continuation of theorporate BODY element of Christianity

The biblical pictures are that the saints (you @& have a role of prayer & intercession (with
an awareness of at leastmeevents on earth) — eg. ‘how long...’
(Rev 6:9-10 “When he opened the fifth seal, | samar the altar the souls of those
who had been slain because of the word of Godlamtestimony they had maintained.
1%They called out in a loud voice, "How long, SovgreLord, holy and true, until you
judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge lo@dB")
Do we have a physical body in this ‘intermediatavesn’?
: That is simply not clear from the bible.
But given that Jesus is there in His resurrectety vath the scars to prove it, and
‘standingat the right side of God’ (acts 7:56) then it segtausible that he is
standing ON something physical!
There are also other mentions of physical thingkisiheaven — eg bright clothing. It
could also be figurative, or perhaps it could ke re
SoDon’t know for sure, but no reason why there couldn’t be bodies —nosthe
final, perfected resurrected kind
In the midst of this worship, the focus is still the ultimate destination and the ultimate re-
creation of all things (consummation)
the glory of Christ revealed to all, the new heavearth etc — that's what the worship
anticipates and the saints are heard (in Rev)lt@ggafor “how long...”
We'll await the time of Christ’s return to earth, our bodigurrection, the final judgement,
the creation of new heavens & new earth
But we’ll do it in style!

Funeral hope
This biblical picture should really encourage dlus who hav&nown and miss Christians who have

died.



“..we on this dying Earth can relax and rejoicedar loved ones who are in the presence of
Christ. As the apostle Paul tells us, though wenadly grieve at losing loved ones, we are not “to
grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope” l(&s4:13). Our parting is not the end of our
relationship, only an interruption. We have notstiahem, because we know where they are.
They are experiencing the joy of Christ’s presence place so wonderful that Christ called it
Paradise. And one day, we're told, in a magnificgennion, they and we “will be with the Lord
forever. Therefore encourage each other with thesds” (1 Thes 4:17-18)™"

Response — How should we live in response to this?

OK, that's the meaty stuff done. I've basicallydsthat when we die physically, we continue to ekxist
our essence, and God passes a verdict on us basdtether or not we believed in Jesus on earso,If
we spend a glorious period of worship and communign ‘intermediate heaven’, as all creation waits
for the fulcrum of time and history in second cogof Jesus. (What happens afteatis for another
sermon!)

So how should we live in response to this inforo®i
The focus of this teaching serieghe hope that Christians have because of Jesus

Today, nobody here needs to fear death.

Nobody needs to fear the future.

Everybody is invited to be part of the most glosptedeemed, perfected future beyond our
imagination.

One of the leaders of the Reformation in England ya&hn Knox, when he was soon to die he said
this: “Live in Christ, die in Christ, and the flesleed not fear death.”

But the French philosopher Voltaire, could only 4am abandoned by God and man! | shall go
to Hell

What would you say today, if, like them, you weredcing death?

If you realise that, this day, the author of ligssds Christ is knocking on the door of your heart,
and offering you love, a future and a new hope...
0 Let me encourage you to respond whole-heartedly.
o Its all about love— God’s love for you, so huge that He sent histeattie in your place —
that you need not fear death again
o Don’t assume that heaven is somewhere you GO, toceive salvation Or that you can
kind of make up your mind when you're dead

3 Alcorn, p.73



o It happens here, on earth, in the now!
And its free — and yet it demands your life
0 So go for it! Put you faith and trust in Jesus wlaal the ultimate price for you to be in
friendship with God
o You'll never regret it — and by NEVER | mean never!

And as we work out the implications of our salvatin everyday life, let’s feast on timeonderful hope
and wonderfuldentity which we’re nowadopted into, so free and so wide...

$What, then, shall we say in response to this? t Bdor us, who can be against 342e who
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up forlustow will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things3Who will bring any charge against those whom Gasldfeosen? It
is God who justifies**Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died-e-than that, who
was raised to life—is at the right hand of God @nalso interceding for u&®Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardgir persecution or famine or nakedness or
danger or sword%As it is written:

"For your sake we face death all day long; we aresitlered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
3/No, in all these things we are more than conquehwmsigh him who loved ug®For | am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither #&ger demongjeither the present nor the future,
nor any powers>neither height nor depth, nor anything else ircadhtion, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Cldesius our Lord.

Response:
Christians — stand up and praise God for your salvation

Non-Christians — take this opportunity to give your life, anduté to Jesus.
Come to the front — pray with you to receive sabtva& eternal life



