Sunday 18 October 2009 Sermon - King's Centre Chstian Church, Sheffield, UK

Romans 2 — The Good News About Wrath
Nick Allan

Intro

We are continuing our sermon series on Romans tedlan is week 2. Our first week was an

encouraging introduction, where Andy painted uspicéure of the whole book.

- A book which holds a message which when we graslitadically transform our way of

thinking. It turned Luther’s heart and it was thessage of grace behind the Reformation.
It made John Wesley burn to share the truth — abeaven and hell with thousands up and
down this nation (including in Woodseats, Crooked Baradise Square among others in
Sheffield).
Romans has at its heart the message that, althaughnity is in a mess and individuals
like you and me continually mess up, God has madayathrough Jesus Christ for all who
believe to come back into relationship, throughes@ant, which can’t be earned, its
nobody’s birthright, but it is a free gift to any®who believes in Jesus and lives their life
accordingly.

That'’s the backdrop — the whole book should enamigeu and fill you with zeal for the good
news, and for sharing that news with others. Arad #pplies just as much to today’s topic — wrath.

Today we’re looking at Romans 1:18 to the middlelwdpter 3 — and that means wrestling with
the wrath of God! So if this is the only sermon yeuheard, or will hear at KC — please take it in
context! We major on God’s love and call to bealationship — but there is a reality of wrath, and
the broken sinful condition of humanity which iswlamental to understand too.

So I'll start with wrath, but I'll finish with a ginpse of what comes next in Romans (we don't read
just this chapter in isolation or we’'d get a vekgwed view!) and the next two sermons are all
about the glory of the good news, revealed in JE$uiist.

| wonder what you think about, when | say the “wrat God’?

It's quite an unpopular idea these days — our sodig (which is basically non-Christian,
not God fearing anymore) tells us that for Godeahgry, or anything other than nice and
not really demanding too much of us, is very ungceety un-PC.

There are aspects of the bible you don’t hear tatd®ut very much (or you’'d prefer not
to) — but we need to understand the fullness ofjtiae news

It's also really key to understanding the OT arstdry
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Many people wrestle with how they think God is payed in the OT
o Many new believers we know encounter the amazinyE®©f our heavenly Father
— they see God break into their lives in powerfubzing ways, but find it difficult
to equate this with what you sometimes see of @dble OT
Actually, God’s wrath, God’s holy anger at evil asid is central to understanding the
world as a Christian, and once you realise justtwhaus has saved you FROM — it's really
very cool indeed!
Why do you think we call it LOST? Why call it saved
0 Because we are saved FROM something. People ar@nd$ieading INTO
something else
o0 Need to know this stuff — even if its unpalatable
This year we’ve majored on the parable of the Ryaldrather (Luke 15) — the picture of
how being a Christian is like the son who endsrug pig sty and is welcomed home into
the loving, forgiving, renewing arms of his father.
o Wrath is in that parable too! It's the POO in tH&TY
o The effect of sin, of living away from the Father.
o All the poisonous effects of life without God
The GOOD NEWS = wrath doesn’t have to be wheretag s
You don’t have to stay in the pig sty, you haveoenk and a warm welcome
waiting for you in God’s arms.

(@)

I’'m going to read this quote at the start and the @f the sermon:

“Only a church of men and woman humbled undergblzer truth will properly appreciate the
wonder of grace, live in harmony with one anotlaeid reach out with humble urgency to a needy
world, because we know that Christ is our only hbof&sh p.84)

READING Romans 1:16-25; 2:2: 3:21-24

16| am not ashamed of the gospel, because it ipdher of God that brings salvation to everyone
who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentfl€or in the gospel the righteousness of God is
revealed—a righteousness that is by faith front fodast, just as it is written: "The righteoudlwi
live by faith."

God's Wrath Against Sinful Humanity

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaverinagall the godlessness and wickedness of
human beings who suppress the truth by their wickss!,® since what may be known about God
is plain to them, because God has made it plaihem.?® For since the creation of the world
God's invisible qualities—his eternal power andridwhature—have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that paopleithout excuse.

%1 For although they knew God, they neither glorifiéch as God nor gave thanks to him, but
their thinking became futile and their foolish hsawere darkened® Although they claimed to be
wise, they became foof8 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God foages made to look
like mortal human beings and birds and animalsraptles.

%4 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desifeieir hearts to sexual impurity for the

degrading of their bodies with one anottféiThey exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather tha@tbator—who is forever praised. Amen.
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Romans 2

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgoresomeone else, for at whatever point
you judge another, you are condemning yourselfabse you who pass judgment do the same
things.? Now we know that God's judgment against those sheuch things is based on truth.

Romans 3

1 But now apart from the law the righteousness ofl Gas been made known, to which the Law
and the Prophets testif§. This righteousness is given through faith in J&3fusst to all who
believe. There is no difference between Jew andil@eft for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God,** and all are justified freely by his grace throulya redemption that came by Christ
Jesus.

Always keep the good news in mind

Let’s start with the good news! Paul puts 2 slicegood news as the bregt17 and 3:21-24),
either side of the rather unpalatable sandwicimgjlbf 1:18+
The news is this: (1:16-17) - the gospel... isgbeer of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then éoGentile. For in the gospel the
righteousness of God is revealed....

But in 1:18 we see that God is angry:*®The wrath of God is being revealed from heavenregai
all the godlessness and wickedness of human beingsuppress the truth by their wickedness”

How can God be angry? How can a God of love have ath?
A God of incredible love!
Love which is greater and wider than you and | eagr understand. 100% love

God is SO full of love, He is so totally holy thaé is unable to turn awayfrom the reality of evil
and sin, to sweep it under the carpet.
Let’s never forget, we are talking here about tteator of the universe. The sustainer of
life itself. The first and the last.
o HE IS HOLY! HE IS AWESOME!
o And He is totally opposed to evil, and to sin. @'t bare it. He can’t stomach it.
He can’t be near it. It's the complete oppositéot.

But what is the reality of our world — human sogjetnd the state of creation?
o Some of it is not good. Some of it is messed uig, fllen, broken, it is in Biblical
terms: evil
o That’'s not how God designed it.
The first chapters of Genesis tell us God credtednorld good, and
humankind, very good.
o But that isn’t the situation today — and what is Gal’s response?

God can only have one response — wrath.
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What is wrath?
What is wrath?

“God reacting in revulsion against sin.”

“His wrath is his holy hostility to evil, his

just judgement upon it.”

John Stott

KING's CENTRE

“God reacting in revulsion against sin. It is heegly personal abhorrence of eVil.”
Almost totally different from Human anger — don’t compare it to how you and | get
angry, don't use that as your benchmark.
o Human anger — usually about ‘me’ being wronged,usually self-focused.
o “It does not mean that God loses his temper, itigsa rage, or is ever malicious,
spiteful or vindictive.?
God’s love and holiness are different to humanés to
o We’'ll see later in this passage — God doesn’t steyth fire and brimstone — his
wrath is usually shown by the way that God allowshn wrong choices to run
their course — the results of turning away from @aoelactually to let that choice
come to its full conclusion
o [“For thewagesof sin is death, but the gift of Gods eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Rom 6:23]

God is not neutral. He is just, fair, but not neutal
Think of the £'& 2" of the 10 Commandments - Exodus 20:3 "You shalemo other
gods before me...... for I, the LORD your God, am agealGod...
“his wrath is his holy hostility to evil, his just judgement upon it.”

Wrath is an expression of God’s holiness — and &0 holy and just.
Wrath is what holiness is transformed into whenficoried by sin/evil

An example which might help the law court.

! Stott, JohriThe Message of Romarstervarsity Press: Nottingham, 1994. Page 72
2

Stott p.72
3 Stott p.72
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Think of a civil court action — there is no DPPlwehalf of the state — there is simply a plaintiff
(who is aggrieved) and there is a defendant (wlaedsised of something) and there is a judge in
the middle. That judge is just. He isn’t biasedjdmet going to favour one over the other. He is
simply going to hear the facts of the case andirutavour of the one in the right, and against the
one in the wrong.

God is like a judge — he is totally just. But wHencomes across evil, he is going to judge

against it every time.

o The helpful news for you and me is that God dogsurtish me (the individual)
straight away (2:4-5) — or I'd be dead!

God is revealed in creation & society
God is revealed in creation & society - that's whatses 1:19+ explain.

V18-20 - the godlessness and wickedness of menswppress the truth by their wickedness,
Ysince what may be known about God is plain to tHeenause God has made it plain to them.
“For since the creation of the world God's invisitplmlities—his eternal power and divine
nature—have been clearly seen, being understoad\roeat has been made, so that men are
without excuse.

Truth of God is revealed in creation.

The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his
hands. (pPsalm 19)

The heavens proclaim his righteousness,
and all the peoples see his glory.
(Psalm 97)

KING's CENTRE

Surely you agree? Think of the effect a beautifwlyemorning sunrise has on you? It makes
you're neck tingle (or is that just the cold hoyse?
0 The created order around us is just SO magnifieentomplicated, so
interconnected, that you can’t help but look upwaahd put 2+2 together to realise
that surely there is some higher creative forceruktihe universe.
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o Surely this brilliant intricacy isn’t a fluke?
Don’t make the mistake of worshipping creationlftsevhat the New Age movement do a
lot of.
“Creation reveals only enough of God to make m&aansably guilty for not
worshipping him” (ash p78)
| have a friend who became a Christian at Shefiiglidersity studying biology because he
studied leaves — and realised they were so cléatthere must be a God!
o Other friends both studying PHD’s in Geology at @xf— became Christians after
travelling the globe studying the intricacies of RKS!

Humans have always known there is a God and hawe saderstanding of who he is and what he
is like (1:19-20).So no-one, in all the world, is without excuse.
God is revealed, if in nothing else, in his creatio

What Paul explains is that, sadly, much of this hoity haschosen to close its eyesd earsto

the facts which are literally all around them.
The problem comes when humans don’t ascribe God hace as No 1 in the universe.

v.21-23

“IFor although they knew God, they neither gloriffiéch as God nor gave thanks to him, but their
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts evdarkened*?Although they claimed to be wise,
they became fool®and exchanged the glory of the immortal God forgesmade to look like
mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

What has happened? ldolatry has happened.
Humans have started to worship and honour, nabilegrue God, but hand-made gods, or
perhaps creation itself.
I've seen this — in stark form if you go to couasilike India or Thailand, you will see
thousands of normal people bowing down to statusdenof concrete, because they see

them as Gods.

o I've seen this — it broke my heart. People werel ltaptive by the idea that this so-
called God, which is actually made of concrete s warth worshiping.

o | stood watching them bow down, give precious f@achoney in front of a lump of
concrete because they lived in fear of it — youmawer be at peace!

Even more dramatic, humans have started to worshithemselvesThis has happened in our
modern British society.
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When you say mankind is the top of the tree, thetrimoportant animal on planet earth....
When you say ‘I have the right to be happy’
or ‘I'm going to order my life so that | am happydal have no inconveniences and | have a
good time’ — as many people do —

o then you are making yourself the centre of attentin
You have made yourself, and your desires, your ido¥ou worship yourself!

People don't like idea of not being ‘Ggadh control of life and thought.
This leads them to pamper themselves, to self-gahde to make their body, their self, the No 1
in the universe
but the problem is that sensuality cannot be satisf it is insatiable
0 (think of Dorian Grey — film/book)

Within this context, Paul lists in verses 26-32 w@ame of theesults are of this disordered
affection, because our desire turns away from God, and besemtirely focused on ourselves.
So when humans worship themselves, they aim teeltéeeir senses — to feel good, to
taste good, to smell good. Sensuality.
o The results include sexual impurity (of many kindgked, envy, deceit,
arrogance...
0 “no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no merg¢y31)
This stuff happens, but its not part of God’s deslys original intention for human life
Everything has been taken a step too far — bedawusans have taken their focus away
from Godand his design.

But the good news is, there is a way out for anyorveho chooses it.
His name is Jesus, and he wields incomprehensiblewer to change the human heart.

But the truth is that if you don’t know Jesus aaliioiv him, then you are following something
else.
You are making something else your priority above lhelse — your idol.

It could be other gods or religions, it could beiytamily or career,

it could be personal enlightenment and satisfaction

it could even be the happiness of others that yauirst.

What Paul explains that when this happens is @asl allows events and consequences to run
their course.

Paul’'s main point is that the moral chaos of thelavis the visible evidence here and now of the
wrath of God. The wrath of God is revealed by maltedos.” (p82)
Clearly this is not the world as it was meant to be
o0 nor humanity as it was meant to be
0 nor the people of God as they are meant to be

V26 - God ‘gives them over’ to disordered desire
V28 — God ‘gives them over’ to disordered minds phdosophies - God abandons people
to a mind that doesn’t work — doesn’t make commnemse or ethical sense
o I'm sure we can all think of examples in the UKagdf an idea or practice in the
mainstream which everyone thinks and reasons is ¥Hch is actually far from
what the bible teaches us are God’s ways of daieg |
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However, we’re not robots!God isn’t going to reach down his hand and re-ogus, turn us
around. We have free will. God allows events antsequences to run their course.
And in chapter 2 Paul explains that everyone ithénsame boat — it doesn’t help to be born
an ethnic Jew, because its not rules and regutatitat are ever going to get a person out
of this mess.

It's not a pretty picture is it?
BUT — as Paul himself says later in Romans (7:24*88hat a wretched man | am! Who
will rescue me from this body of deatftThanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our
Lord!

It matters that people are lost

Let me emphasise one final point about this, belfoe¢urn again to the good news of the
sandwich Paul paints in Chapters 1 and 2.
It really matters that people are lost.
0 To be the object of wrath is described in the bésean horrible experience (Heb
10:31 - Itis a dreadful thing to fall into the hands oétlving God.”)
It should really matter to you and me, that theeethousands of people in Sheffield who
are lost
What Paul is describing is being ‘lost’. “We're rost because we are going to wind up in
the wrong place. We are going to wind up in thengrplace because we are lost.”
o Lost = out of place. Heading in the wrong directionoften without realising it
(some people will know it, or coming to realiseathers are blissfully heading
towards a cliff). Very serious.
o In Christian terms, being lost is those who mistakéhemselves for being GOD
— but infact they are slave to their own appetiteand feelings and to the evil in
this world.
0 THIS IS REALLY IMPORTANT WE GET THIS!

Good news — there are so many signs, and so mgytapities to turn and find God. And
Christians are part of the solution — the Covempauaiple of God, ‘through whom all people will be
blessed’ (Gen 15)

“One does not miss heaven by a hair, but by cohsféort to avoid and escape God.

“(p15)
Conclusion

It's on this thought that | want to close. Remembeion’t read Romans 1 & 2, without also
moving to Romans 3:21+ and 8 and 12!

There is hope. There is a way outA glorious way out.
It's not dependent upon what you can do — but oatwhsus has done

It's not about you for once — its about God once ahfor all —
o0 becoming flesh, and moving into the neighbourhood

Good news, the gospel which Romans is all abaiaisChristians are subject to this justice too,
but have been (and will be) declared NOT GUILTYMleourt image) by the just judge
That’s what justification is (3:21-24)
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You are brought into the family of God, you've glo¢ family privileges and the back stage pass to
the glory and healing of God'’s presence.
Yes there is wrath — even against you but its been placed onto Jesus instead, astiie o
one qualified and able to take it away —
0 because He is God himself, taking his own wrathyafnam us.
Because.... He loves us so mucthat he gave his one and only son Jesus, thadweno
believes in him shall not perish, shall not facathy but instead shall have eternal life
(John 3:16)

This picture of Chapter 1 & 2 is pretty hairy raagliAnd | honestly hope that it's made your hair
stand up on end listening to it. We need to be lgeapved by this.
If you're NOT a follower of Jesus today then | pray that you are deeply moved enough
to become one
o If you feel like you are in the POO in the PIGSTYhe presence of God, this
church, is just the best place for you to be!
0 You don't need to run away and hide — you can camaing back to the arms of
your loving heavenly Father
o There is good news for you today!

If you are a follower of Jesus, then be deeply ndawerepentant of your failures and sins
today and fall on God’s free grace as they way out
o0 or 2:5 says you'll store up wrath for yourself
o And I pray that you will be deeply moved to careattthose around you who are
still under wrath, until they become friends ofiues

Always remember the good news:
1 Thessalonians 5:9°For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath butdoeive salvation through
our Lord Jesus Christ®He died for us so that, whether we are awake eepsie may live

together with him**Therefore encourage one another and build each oghgust as in fact you
are doing.
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